Event Guide

for the classic bus service across Salisbury Plain
to the lost village of Imber on

Saturday 15 August 2026
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Imberbus takes the efforts of many people and organizations

over the year it takes to make it happen. Thank you to:

Atheneaum Centre

Backhouse Jones

Bratton Silver Band

Chitterne Village Hall

Dawsongroup Bus & Coach,
and Paul Sainthouse

Doug Rose of FWT London

Edwards Coaches

Emily Maiden

F & S Gibbs Transport

Firstbus Bristol, Bath & the West

The Friends of St Giles’s Church,
Imber, and Neil Skelton BEM

Gallagher (insurance)

Go-Ahead South Coast, Swindon’s
Buses & Salisbury Reds, and
Andrew Sherrington and
David Lee-Kong

Great Western Railway

Land Sheriffs

London Transport Museum

Market Lavington Museum

McKenna Brothers Led

Morris dancers courtsey of
Simon Tarrant and David Kenning

National Express

Network Rail

Office of the Traffic Commissioners
Salisbury Plain Training Area,
and the Defence Infrastructure
Organization
The Thames Valley & Great Western
Omnibus Trust
Tilshead Village Hall
Traffic Commissioners of Gt. Britain
Transport for London
Trueform Engineering Ltd
Warminster Town Council
Warminster Business Network
Wiltshire Council

Michael Meilton, Martin Curtis,

Phil Groocock, Phil Swallow,

Leon Daniels OBE, Richard Shirley,
and David Brown

...and, of course, all the bus owners,
crews and supervisors, and volunteers.

Peter,

Lord Hendy of Richmond Hill, of
Imber in the County of Wiltshire, CBE
August 2026

WELCOME TO WARMINSTER

Explore Warminster

You may have come to see Imber Village, but no visit would be complete without
spending some time in the historic market town of Warminster. Warminster offers
a great range of shops, many of which are independently owned, providing a
unique shopping experience. The town also boasts an impressive heritage with
many historic buildings. We hope you have an enjoyable and fun-filled day.

Other Activities

As you enjoy the unique Imberbus experience, don’t miss the wonderful range of
local activities taking place around Warminster. At St. Lawrence Chapel, relax
with a traditional cream tea and explore the historic chapel, including tours of
its remarkable tower clock and bells.

Shopping

With a good mix of high street brands, together with an array of smaller
independent stores, Warminster won’t disappoint. Take time to browse the streets
and shopping areas — see the Warminster map on pages 4 and 5 for further details.

Food & Drink

Warminster has an excellent choice that caters for all. While the town features
familiar establishments it also boasts a variety of independent cafés, restaurants,
pubs and takeaways.

Lake Pleasure Grounds

Whilst in Warminster, visit the award-winning Lake Pleasure Grounds. Located
in the heart of Warminster, the town’s park is packed with facilities including a
splashpad, skatepark, tennis courts, putting green and café. During the summer
visitors can hire boats and canoes.

Car Parking
Western Car Park (Civic Centre) is a good place to park as it allows you to walk
up through the town centre — see the Warminster map on pages 4 and 5 for
further parking details. Car Parking is also available at Warminster School in
Church Street.

Come Back Another Day
There is plenty to see and do, not only in Warminster but also in the surrounding
area. Please come back another day and discover more.

ADVANCE TICKETS FOR IMBERBUS
From the Athenaeum Ticket Office (High Street, Warminster) and

Iris & Olive, (Market Place, Warminster).
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areas in Warminster BATH
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Civic Centre

______________ :
VENWE HIRE

all'occasions

Meetings - Conferences - Training Days - Groups
Entertainment Space - Private Functions - Parties

Ba.uncu CasUIe 2 Inflatable QI.,
mre-ﬂacl«age

~ROARMINSTER
DINOSAUR TRRIL

AT THE CIVIC
CENTRE, PAVILION CAFE OR THE LIBRARY

¢ Film screening @ the * Pottery Project Dino * Make your own Dinosaur
Ath. The Good Dinosaur Collection Zine! @ Warminster

Tnictbdes set-up and clear-up time, both
inflatables, plus a (arge room, tables and chairs

@ Sambourne Road, Warminster, Wilts, BA12 8LB AN,

® www.warminster-tc.gov.uk/civic-centre ""-!"' 3

and Jurassic World. * Dinosaur books and Library
* Merchandise at the colouring at the library « Roarminster Cocktail @
pavilion parlour Malto Lounge

Keep an eye out on Warminster Town Council Facebook page and
website for more information or visit Warminster Civic Centre

© civiccentre@warminster-tc.gov.uk
® 01985 804666
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Warminster School

FOR OVER 300 YEARS
FAMILIES HAVE
BEGUN THEIR

WARMINSTER JOURNEY

A\

WHOLE SCHOOL
DISCOVERY DAY &
PREP GRAND OPENING

Wémﬁc% s P
o1 QP foiipar o

YOU'RE INVITED TO STEP THRCUGH ONE CF WILTSHIRE'S
MOST ICONIC SCHOCL DOORWAYS..
LAND DISCOVER WHERE IT CCULD LEAD YOUR CHILD.

FROM NURSERY TO SIXTH FORM, WARMINSTER SCHOGCL IS A
PLACE WHERE CURICSITY GROWS, CONFIDENCE FLCURISHES
AND FUTURES BEGIN.

The Wren Deorway is the main entrance to School House, the original 1767 school building.
The deorway was designed as the main entrance te Lengleat House by Sir Christopher Wren
in 1663 and wos moved to the Schedl c.! 705.

ADMISSIONS@WARMINSTERSCHOOL.ORG.UK



YOUR LOCAL WILTSHIRE & SOMERSET

INDEPENDENT
PROPERTY AGENT

TOP 10 BENEFITS
Zero Week Contract No Sale, No Fee
| will demonstrate my worth with complete You only pay me when | sell your home, for a price
commitment, unrivalled expertise, and you're happy with, and once | have seen it all the
exceptional customer service. way through to completion.

Personal 1:1 Service

Changing the way Estate Agents work by introducing a new
personal property service that looks after you on a 1:1 basis.

Always Total Flexible Quality over
Smiling Transparency Approach Quantity
Making you feel at ease Honest, expert advice Not a9-5 Agent Dedicated service
Would you like to learn the heritage skill
of stained glass? Does your leaded It's Me! Proactive Giving Back
i H % n in Delivering beyond S
window need repair? Would you like a ottt expectation Fewards

bespoke panel designed and made?
Contact me on
opalmizakstainedglass@yahoo.com or
07725017731 for any details.

' Emma Butcher
SCAN ME Propertiese-



INTRODUCING IMBERBUS

In 2009, a group of bus industry professionals achieved a long standing ambition
to run a bus service from Warminster in Wiltshire, to the abandoned village of
Imber on Salisbury Plain. It proved to be so popular that it has now become an
annual event, with most journeys continuing across Salisbury Plain to parts of
Wiltshire rarely seen by public transport users. Each year the surplus from
operating the service is donated to The Friends of St. Giles’s Church, Imber, to
the Royal British Legion, and to other charities, both local and ones nominated
by those who help run the service.

Today we are expecting to run about 40 old and new buses from London and
elsewhere, with some with mobility access, to provide a frequent service from
Warminster station to Imber and then half-hourly to Gore Cross; thence to New
Zealand Farm Camp, to Brazen Bottom and the Lavingtons, or to Tilshead and
Chitterne.

The service is designed so that buses meet at Gore Cross Bus Station, to allow
passengers to interchange, and thus it should be possible to travel the entire
network in four hours or so.

Coming to Imberbus

There is a good train service at Warminster, to and from Cardiff, Newport, Bristol,
Bath Spa, Salisbury and the south coast, and local stations. From London, change
at Bath Spa, Westbury or Salisbury. Details from www.nationalrail.co.uk.

There are scheduled bus services to and from Warminster, Tilshead and Market
Lavington, details at www.traveline.info

This year, again, National Express are running a direct coach service — 23X —
from London and Basinstoke to Imber. Details at www.nationalexpress.com

By car, please park in the Western Car Park (Civic Centre), Warminster School
in Church Street and Central Car Park (off Station Road) in Warminster (see map
on Pages 6 and 7) or at the top of Sack Hill, and at Chitterne at the sports field
(off the A360). Cars will NOT be allowed into the military training area. Please
do NOT park at Gore Cross, Market Lavington and Tilshead. All details at

www.imberbus.org

Imberbus Car-Free Day

This year access to Imber is again by bus only; the Army has generously allowed
Imberbus access for buses and bus passengers only, on a day when the Salisbury
Plain Training Area is closed to all other people and vehicles.

What can | do when | get to Imber?

St. Giles’s church is the principal attraction. The church occupies the site of an
earlier building dating from the mid-12th century. The nave was
re-built towards the end of the 13th century and was followed, circa 1400, by

the addition of the north and south aisles, the tower and north porch. At this
time the nave roof was re-constructed. The chancel was re-built in 1849 at which
time the north-east vestry was built. As the village was evacuated in 1943, it is
conserved by the Churches Conservation Trust and looked after by the Friends of
St. Giles’s, who will have it open for Imberbus passengers to see the churchyard
and interior, the exhibition on the history of Imber, and who will also be serving
light refreshments. Please admire the flagpole on the church tower, paid for from
a donation from Imberbus. There will also be a display and vehicle from the
London Transport Museum, a stand from the Thames Valley and Great Western
Omnibus Trust, performances by the Bratton Silver Band, and Morris Dancing
too. Please visit all of these.

The church, the path to it, and the road through Imber are all available for public
use. Everywhere else, including all the other buildings, fields and other land and
the derelict tanks is STRICTLY OUT OF BOUNDS. Trespass is prohibited, is
dangerous, and the areas will be patrolled by police, the military and by wardens.
Failure to heed this advice may make future access to Imber impossible. Please
follow all the directions set out on Pages 39 and 40 from the Defence
Infrastructure Organization.

Where will | be able to get something to eat or drink?
Light refreshments will be available inside Imber Church (cash only), and at
Chitterne and Tilshead village halls (and at Tilshead village hall, there will be a
sales stand for transport books and souvenirs). Please also sample the restaurants
and pubs in Warminster and along the route. Our buses pass near hostelries at
Chitterne (the re-opened King’s Head is open for food and drinks from 11am),
Market Lavington and West Lavington too. The Museum at Market Lavington
will be serving cream teas from 10.30am to Spm; there will be a bus stop in
Market Lavington adjacent to the path to the Museum. Retro Relics, a family
run café in Woodlands Yard, Market Lavington, will be open from 10am for tea,
coffee and cakes, too.

What other facilities are available at Imber?

None! As Imber is normally closed to the public there are no shops, no permanent
toilets and there is no mobile phone reception or Wifi. We therefore strongly
recommend that you prepare for this before you board the bus (the nearest public
toilets will be at Warminster station and alongside Warminster Central Car Park).

How much are tickets?

To enable visitors to explore our services affordably, we will again be offering an
all-day ticket at a cost of £10 per adult, with all-day tickets for children at £2
each. Please see Page 25 for full details.

Imberbus operates as an ordinary local bus service, so you can pay in advance, but
you can also just turn up and pay the conductor on the bus in cash (payment in
£5 or £10 notes or £1 and £2 coins is appreciated). To speed things up, we will

13



also sell tickets outside Warminster Station, where payment by contactless card

will be accepted. We regret that we are unable to accept concessionary bus passes.

If you would like further information about our event, please visit our website at
www.imberbus.org This includes a Frequently Asked Questions page, and an
Imberbus video.

towards
Gore Cross



St. Giles’s Church

The only original building substantially surving the military occupation from
the Second World War is the church.

To the right is a photograph taken from Imber, Then and Now by Gordon Lewis,
first published in 2015. The view is looking south with the church tower in the
distance.

The view below was taken in 2016 from south of the church looking north. Funds
raised by the annual Imberbus event over the years have enabled the path to the
church to be metalled, railings to be installed, the church to be lit internally, a
new display of Imber history, and a new flagpole.

In 2025, Imberbus donated around £37,000 to the Friends of St.Giles’s
Church, Imber, and to the Royal British Legion Poppy Day Appeal and
to other charities related to those who help Imberbus. This year, the
surplus will again be donated to those charities.

[photograph courtesy of Nick Agnew}
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IMBERBUS

Where to Board Your Bus at
IMBER

DESTINATION
Brazen Bottom
Chitterne Church
Copehill Down Road

DESTINATION
New Zealand Farm Camp *M *
Sack Hill Park & Ride

Warminster Station

EBEE

Lavington Vedette West Lavington

Market Lavington * change at Gore Cross
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IMBERBUS

Where to Board Your Bus at

Brazen Bottom
Chitterne Church
Copehill Down Road
Imber

Imber Clump

Lavington Vedette
Market Lavington

New Zealand Farm Camp
Sack Hill Park & Ride
Tilshead

Warminster Station

>JOXJOROX>T>-NOXOX X N>

West Lavington

GORE CROSS BUS STATION

BUS
DESTINATION STOP

)

Where the Buses Go

to and from
New Zealand
Farm Camp

W P

from
The Lavingtons
o ©0*°

‘

LITTLETON DOWN ROAD

_

(A
9©®

BUS STATION

to and from
Imber and Warminster

U ) Salisbury Reds
buses to Salisbury

Brazen Bottom

The Lavingtons

to and from
Tilshead and
Chitterne
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EMERGENCY EXIT

[MBERBUS,

FARES 55

WARMINSTER—IMBER—GORE CROSS and TILSHEAD and CHITTERNE,
BRAZEN BOTTOM and THE LAVINGTONS and 2 3 C
NEW ZEALAND FARM CAMP, or CHITTERNE direct

234

WARMINSTER STN

FARE
£10 Adult
£2 Child

T

'\ USIE> TICKIETS

il
s
3

Last bus from
Imber 1830

FARES FOR CHILDREN under 16 years of age

One child under 5 years of age, accompanied by a passenger and not occupying as seat, is carried free.
Additional children under 5 years and children of 5 years and under 16 years of age are carried at
one fifth of the adult fare, fractions of |d being charged as Id.

National Concessionary Passes are not available.
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THE

OLD BELL

offers a secluded courtyard
— ! in the heart of town and a menu of
o . ) . : N
,_F--. S pub classics alongside authentic Thai food
o prepared by the team of Thai Chefs.

_— e Restaurant
AT THE OLD BELL HOTEL

Authentic Thai Food Served
Daily for Lunch & Dinner
Prepared by our team of Thai chefs
from 12-3.30pm & 5.30pm to 9pm
(Groups welcome with prior arrangement)
Phad Thai, red & green curries, jungle
curries, wide range of stir fries,
Thai desserts & much more.
Also serving Thai & Asian bottled beers

For bookings call

01985 216611

(Normal pub menu also available)
42 Market Place, Warminster BA12 9AN
1 (@ www.oldbellwarminster.co.uk

A D, 4

M €y ITC L DL DI
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IMBERBUS

Saturday 15th August

St Lawrence Chapel

High Street, Warminster BA12 9AG

Cream teas
& Chapel Tours

Includes the historic
tower, clock and bells

10:00 am to 4:00 pm

Fundraising to support the Chapel

- BEONS BitS

ImberBus @beans_and_bits ©
SATURDAY 15TH AUGUST

Grab your food and drinks at Beans and Bits,
the official Warminster Railway Station coffee stop.
+ Breakfast baps
» Novelty Imberbus Lunch boxes
« Coffee and Cookie deal
« Best selling sausage rolls
+ Cold drinks

29



Dawsongroup

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS of LONDON

TRANSPORT AUCTIONS
of LONDON
The South of England’s Specialist Auction House for
RAILWAYANA, LONDON UNDERGROUND,
BUS, TRAM & TROLLEYBUS ITEMS.

Enamel & cast-iron Signs & Plates, Publicity, Posters,

LS 97 Timetables & much more

_ BUS STATION |

Looking to sell? Over 4,000 collectors subscribe
to our auction catalogues!

e Free advice and valuations. =T
== Collection can be arranged, subject to location. = 93

Next sale Saturday 3 Ist October 2026.

PULBOROUGH KNIGHTSBRIDGE

QUEUE THIS SIDE FOR
4519

QUEUE OTHER SIDE FOR
94

(

enquiries@transportauctionslondon.com Tel: 01737 237505
www.transportauctionslondon.com

[_h'__-_---w-T— I ok T - y £ 1
'BRYANTZ MAYS iTROLLEYBUSES TR ED) dlyj
' MATCHES | <O, [LGIETI [URCeSTUROUA
__ BRITISH MADE Paperintellurid
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Great websites & design for serious business success
(sice 1999)

www.;c360.com

WAG

Warminster Action Group

JUSTANHOURA
WEEK CAN MAKE A
BIG DIFFERENCE.
VOLUNTEER TODAY

« Befriending

« Community Shopper
« Prescription Deliverer
+ Admin Support

+ WAG House Helper
« Volunteer Driver

« Fundraiser Call to find out more
« Helpline Support 01985 250081

+ Helping in the Community Shed
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-day lransport vianager nerresner
and 1-day OLAT courses

For more information visit our website:

backacademy.com
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HR advice on tap for a :
fixed monthly fee.
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For more information contact

marketmg@backhouses co. uk 35




REGULATORY | EMPLOYMENT | COMMERCIAL | CORPORATE | INSURANCE LITIGATION

We know transport law

~IOAE
wards

SACETENES

backhousejones.co.uk

SREWE GIVEYOU  Giaus

what the internet can't

Company Visits

Images for sale
Bi-monthly Magazine
Presidential Weekend
Meet Industry Managers
Al bus interests covered
Senior Industry Speakers
Local Branches & Bulletins

Busmart for books & ephemera

For more details, email:
membership@omnibus-society.org

or write to: OS Membership,
c/o 18 Glendoe Grove, Bingham, Notts NG13 8S)

SOCIETY

The Omnibus Society was set up in 1929
to bring together those with an interest
in all aspects of bus operation and that

is still our aim. Members have the
opportunity to join social branches

and meet with other people who share
a similar interest, from enthusiasts to
transport professionals.

THe Society is also useful to younger
people in the bus industry

as it provides the
opportunity to @ TOO
from only 7

hear from senior
Misit all sorts of
bus-related £

managers and
premises.

UPCOMING
EVENTS

SUN AUG Brassed Off at the Whitehorse

3 O Stourpaine

SAT SEP  Edington Priory Church

D 5 Edington

The Laverton
Westbury

IMBERBUS

Members of Bratton Silver Band
and Bratton Brass Band will be
entertaining visitors during the
Imber Bus Day. We will be playing
outside St Giles Church during the
day. Feel free to come and listen!

Bratton Community Brass Bands is a vibrant
village music group made up of three
ensembles—Bratton Silver Band, Bratton Brass
Band, and Bratton Brass Roots—welcoming all
ages and skill levels. Interested in playing or
volunteering? Get in touch!

Rehearsal Location: Bratton Church Institute, Tyning
Ln, Bratton, Westbury BA13 4RR
Rehearsal Times
Bratton Silver Band: Monday & Friday 8.15pm-10.15pm
Bratton Brass Band: Friday 6.00pm-7.45pm

Player Manager: Kirsty Westlake
Email: playermanager@brattonsilverband.com

Bookings: Margaret Andrews
Email: engagements@bcbb.org.uk

Bratton Brass Roots
Brass Roots Leader: Lydia Hills
Bratton Brass Roots starters Monday 5:30pm-6:00pm
Bratton Brass Roots beginners Monday 6:00pm-6:45pm
Bratton Brass Roots juniors Monday 6:45pm-7:30pm

Adult Bratton Brass Roots beginners Friday 6:30pm-7:15pm
Email: brassroots@brattonsilverband.com

General enquiries: secretary@brattonsilverband.com

www.bcbb.org.uk




. The Ministry of Defence (MOD) welcomes you to Imber.
‘ LandSherlffs . — Please read this leaflet carefully. It will help you make the most of your visit.

P rO U d to Ll :' = 3 - Stick to public rights of way

The MOD wants to ensure that visitors to Imber have an enjoyable

Su pport " ‘_,_ ! . experience when visiting this historical village. Salisbury Plain is first
- ; L and foremost a military training area and for your own safety and
enjoyment we ask that you stick to public rights of way and

I m be I'b U S = ¢ | _ | - _ e . designated areas and comply with local flags and signs.

Please don’t enter buildings marked ‘unsafe’

There are dangerous buildings all around Imber. These buildings are
military training features and are unsafe for members of the public.
They are always off limits unless notices tell you otherwise.

Please do not go inside these buildings.

S 728

peE” = N _ A : -_ 3 : Disused tank hulks are targets...not playgrounds

il ; A You'l see these “hard targets” dotted around Imber. They are not
i _ﬂ-' i ' 2t ! . . .
= ’ : 7 : g for climbing or playing on; under no circumstance should they be
¥ ; & ! o A - approached. They have been used as targets for many years and are
; 3 covered by exposed, dangerous metal and small spaces exist where
O 3 little people could get trapped! They will also be contaminated by
munitions or pyrotechnics, which may go off if tampered with.

g - |
WEE )

landsheriffs.co.uk

Don’tstray from the path

Imber Range has been used for military training for many years.
There is always the possibility that unexploded ordnance may
contaminate an area. Itisimportant that you remain in those
areas designated for public access where the risk has been
managed.

B TRARTIONAL
“_PRINTED BUS BLINDS

GET YOUR QUOTE

TRADITIONI B By o
REPLICA DECALS W www.twitter.com@mod_dio L

@WWWg ov.u k/d iO Organisation

0161 655 3244 www.mckennabrothers.co.uk info@mckennabrothers.co.uk
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